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Our interest in wetlands dates from diverse projects defending
the wetlands of Costa Rica with funding from international
foundations (Blue Moon Fund) and the Dutch Government &

through the SoutksSouth Cooperation Program -~

NEOTROPICA

VMWW, Neotropica.org

-
-

The Hague,
Netherlands,
Jan 14, 2011

OCEAND PACIFICO

Sociedad Mescamericana de

Economia Ecologica




Nicaragua and Costa Rica: Two
NeGiROFicA countries with socieecological conflicts -
. and valuable wetland resources ¢
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The RAMSAR Advising Missios
N. 68 Report
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~. A Isan official document by an A It considers the wealth of the ;S
e
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The Hague, : : ;
Netherlands independent technical area from an integral
Jan 14. 2011 international organization perspective: biodiversity,
’ responding to the request of hydrogeological , social, etc.
NS Costa Rica A It forecasts effects over this
g vV, A It presents information on wealth in both areas in the :
the damage that the works short, mid and long term d
being done in the area of referring ¥
conflict is causing without A Makes recommendations 6
entering into consideration in considering the open nature %’
the resolution of the conflict of the resource, the need for P .
A It defines an immediate international cooperation,
direct influence area ( 225 strict impact assesments,a [
ha.) where those impacts are joint monitoring system and i
ocurring the impacts of deforestation  |};
A 1t considers an indirect and changing the flow and
influence area yet does not drainage patterns of the ,
define a size rivers for the health of the q
wetland including to list as s
threatened.
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B MORPHOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL

CHANGE ASSESSMENT BETWEEN THE
SAN JUAN RIVER AND LAGUNA LOS
| PORTILLOS (AUGUST - DECEMBER 2010)

0.42 ha of troo cover
removed botwoon 8

| 1.77 ha of tree cover August & 19 Nov. 2010

removod between 8
August & 19 Now. 2010
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New river channef kely diverting portion of San Juan
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Now river channel (approx. 15m diameter) Mcoly
cmmmdbommlAugunmwmmbvzmo "

8l increased orosion along channe! :
bank was apparont betwoon 18 '
i Nov & 14 Dec. 2010, as channol i 4 Shape and size of new ontry point Is
wator Jovols Incroased ¥ Py consistont with pattorn of whero
-3 p 1% y ¥ vegotation removal occurred at
the river bank.
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No significant increase in river
wator lovel Is apparont
i (8 Aug.-14 Docomber 10) 1 E i A
Mass removal of soil and drodging occurring
along vogotation cleared ares which will straighten
8 the river meander. Trench Incroased 22m in longth
betwoon 19 Nov & 14 Dec 2010. Drodging vessel
visibie in satolite imagery
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Costa Rican Scientist Concern}

. FiGura 19
The H ague, Humedales de Importancia Internacional

(Sitios Ramsar) en Costa Rica
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MODELO SEDIMENTOLOGICO PREDICTIVO DE LA CONSTRUCCION DEL CANAL EN
LA ISLA CALERO Y EFECTOS AMBIENTALES SUBREGIONALES

t 5 R ~~_Corrlentes marinas 7; | pjuma de

predominantes .| y¢dimentacion

-

[ Bamas de .

., 3 erosion mavinf

{ Humedal insular
|
| afectado

e _Humedales fluviales y
< lagunares impactados
o reas afectadas por
§ sedimentacion costera

- 1, 2. Manglares de Potrero Grande
Batras

de bedimentacion incre. itada
Cambiode

curso ¢e{Rio

Candl abierto ;5;A PORTILLO®
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y Laguna Respingue
3. Refugio Nacional de Vida Silvestre Tamarindo
4. Parque Nacional Palo Verde
5. Humedal Nacional Térraba-Sierpe 5
6. Refugio Nacional de Vida Silvestre Gandoca-Manzanillo
7. Humedal del Caribe noroeste
8. Refugio Nacional de Vida Silvestre Cario Negro
9. Lago Embalse Arenal

10. Parque Nacional Isla del Coco Isla del Coco

Fuente: Alvarez E., M. 2000. Una fecha para recordar,
2 de febrero: Dia Mundial de los Humedales. 1 ed. 10

MINAE-SINAC. Santo Domingo de Heredia, CR., INBio.




Nicaraguan NGO & SC Position an
Costa Rican NGO & SC Concerm
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A Unwillingness today to A Supporting the efforts of = ;3
dialogue or join efforts the CR Government (even if

at times at odds withit) to
A Rejecting Costa Ria stop the damages caused tos.

§
Q

Clalm and alleged the transborder resources
damages A Calling for actions in the .
A Rejection of RAMSAR country to demonstrate :
report level of support and
A Little to no comment on commitment (78% TNC "}
the impacts of the works , SUrvey) N
on the RVSRSJ A Calling for the intervention
A 2 : of the Iinternational A
Position presented in community to stop the
official web sites ecocide on all the resourcesq

iInvolved. i
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Purpose of the valuation
exercise

AN A

doamerteans dé resolution of this environmental conflict. i
' D SOTREZ IR ) T, 1 SR L B TP

Use the credible technical information, applied with succes&
In other wetland conservation prOJects in Costa Rica, that iSs

available to help raise awareness of the global \%
environmental service loss at stake in order to make |
conseguences more tangible. Y
Response to expressions that, while rejecting the results of »
the RAMSAR report, have called the area a worthless -
swamp;

b/
To be able to establish parameter comparisons with the %
economic benefits that may be generated by the works g

executed; ﬁ

To use the value not as a comprehensive tool to 7
Gcommodiff Yy I 1 dzNBS odzi | a | &asy a
on the level of the impact generated:; A
To foster discussion as to how to increase all stakeholder !

(especially civil society and community) participation in the ﬁg
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A Approach dates to the 1960 with the basics of hedonlc&
valuation;

Retaken by ecological economists, famous Nature papé
(Costanzaet. al., 1997); v

Value Transfer Methodology based on a survey of 3
valuation studies worldwide which is done by tGend ‘-
Institute for Ecological Economics of the University of ¢
Vermont; W)

Being developed into a combination with GIS
methodologies: ARIES methodology; ﬁ
!

i)

Theoretical model used lately for reputable studies like
GCKS 902y2YA04a 2F 902aeatl
hosted by the United Nations Environmd?riogramme
and supported by the European Commission and .
governments throughout the world; ;
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- A The report outlines the cost of
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Netherlands, policy inaction and finds that
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scenario a year's natural capital
loss would lead to a loss of
ecosystem services worth in the
order of US$ 2.4.5 trillion over a
50 year period (calculated as net
present values using a 4% and 1%
real discount rate). The report

also describes in economic terms
the deep links between

eliminating poverty and

conserving biodiversity and
ecosystems. It highlights the
importance of looking at
ecosystem services not merely as -
a percentage of national GDP, but £l
i Ftaz2 1 a | LISNDSy THETEEBREPORTS 5 4§
Preepmessenenoalll - of poor rural and forestiwelling o
el  communities who depend on
~ == »_forests for thelr livelihood.
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