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A brief introduction of who we 
are

Å25 years for 
sustainable 
development

- Promote the fair and 
intelligent use of 
natural resources 
through innovative 
initiatives that 
promote human 
development

- More information at 
www.neotropica.org

http://www.neotropica.org/


Sustainable development

ÅPromoted through a 
process of ecological 
democracy that 
integrates community 
efforts with 
conservation and 
development at diverse 
scales in a socio-
environmental-cultural 
mosaic in which conflict 
resolution is made 
possible.



Our interest in wetlands dates from diverse projects defending 
the wetlands of Costa Rica with funding from international 
foundations (Blue Moon Fund) and the Dutch Government 

through the South-South Cooperation Program



Nicaragua and Costa Rica: Two 
countries with socio-ecological conflicts 

and valuable wetland resources

HN Caribe Noreste RVS Río San Juán



Theconflictarea



The conflict area



The RAMSAR Advising Mission 
N. 68 Report

Å Is an official document by an 
independent technical 
international organization 
responding to the request of 
Costa Rica

Å It presents information on 
the damage that the works 
being done in the area of 
conflict is causing without 
entering into consideration in 
the resolution of the conflict

Å It defines an immediate  
direct influence area ( 225 
ha.) where those impacts are 
ocurring

Å It considers an indirect 
influence area yet does not 
define a size

Å It considers the wealth of the 
area from an integral 
perspective: biodiversity, 
hydrogeological , social, etc. 

Å It forecasts effects over this 
wealth in both areas in the 
short, mid and long term 
referring

Å Makes recommendations 
considering the open nature 
of the resource, the need for 
international cooperation, 
strict impact assesments, a 
joint monitoring system and 
the impacts of deforestation 
and changing the  flow and 
drainage patterns of the 
rivers for the health of the 
wetland including to list as 
threatened.



The 
UNOSAT 
Report 
4-1-11



Costa Rican Scientist Concerns



Nicaraguan NGO & SC Position and 
Costa Rican NGO & SC Concerns

Nicaraguan NGOs & SC
Å Unwillingness today to 

dialogue or join efforts
Å Rejecting Costa Rica´s 

Claim and alleged 
damages

Å Rejection of RAMSAR 
report

Å Little to no comment on 
the impacts of the works 
on the RVSRSJ

Å Position presented in  
official web sites

Costa Rica NGOs & SC
Å Supporting the efforts of 

the CR Government (even if 
at times at odds with it) to 
stop the damages caused to 
the trans-border resources

Å Calling for actions in the 
country to demonstrate 
level of support and 
commitment (78% TNC 
survey)

Å Calling for the intervention 
of the international 
community to stop the 
ecocide on all the resources 
involved.



Purpose of the valuation 
exercise

Å Use the credible technical information, applied with success 
in other wetland conservation  projects in Costa Rica, that is 
available to help raise awareness of the global 
environmental service loss at stake in order to make 
consequences more tangible.  

Å Response to expressions that, while rejecting the results of 
the RAMSAR report, have called the area a worthless 
swamp;

Å To be able to establish parameter comparisons with the 
economic benefits that may be generated by the works 
executed;

Å To use the value not as a comprehensive tool to 
άcommodifyέ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƭ 
on the level of the impact generated;

Å To foster discussion as to how to increase all stakeholder 
(especially civil society and community) participation in the 
resolution of this environmental conflict.



Methodological Framework

Å Approach dates to the 1960 with the basics of hedonic 
valuation;

Å Retaken by ecological economists, famous Nature paper 
(Costanza, et. al., 1997);

Å Value Transfer Methodology based on a survey of 
valuation studies worldwide which is done by the Gund
Institute for Ecological Economics of the University of 
Vermont;

Å Being developed into a combination with GIS 
methodologies: ARIES methodology;

Å Theoretical model used lately for reputable studies like  
ά¢ƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ƻŦ 9ŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ϧ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ όнллуύέΣ 
hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme
and supported by the European Commission and 
governments throughout the world; 



Methodological Framework

Å The report outlines the cost of 
policy inaction and finds that 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ΨōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΩ 
scenario a year's natural capital 
loss would lead to a loss of 
ecosystem services worth in the 
order of US$ 2.0-4.5 trillion over a 
50 year period (calculated as net 
present values using a 4% and 1% 
real discount rate). The report 
also describes in economic terms 
the deep links between 
eliminating poverty and 
conserving biodiversity and 
ecosystems. It highlights the 
importance of looking at 
ecosystem services not merely as 
a percentage of national GDP, but 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΩD5tΩ 
of poor rural and forest-dwelling 
communities who depend on 
forests for their livelihood.



Methodological Framework


